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Inflatable Lifejackets and PFDs – Good Practice  

 

 

There have been a number of instances in the leisure, workboat and commercial sectors where Personal 
Flotation Devices (PFDs) and Lifejackets have not been ready for use once delivered or returned from shore 
side services. Before bringing new or recently serviced PFD’s /  Lifejackets into service mariners are advised 
to: 

 Check that each Lifejacket / PFD has the correct certificate (If required) 

 Refer to manufacturer’s instructions and carry out Daily/ Weekly / Monthly checks  

 Ensure that new Lifejackets / PFDs are fit for the use that they were ordered for. Including confirming if 
they are automatic or manual models. 

 Ensure that wearers of lifejackets are trained in their use. 

See below links for further guidance 

Health and Safety Executive - Personal buoyancy equipment on inland and inshore waters 

RNLI – How to Choose a Lifejacket and Maintain it 

MCGA – MGN 548 (Life-Saving Appliances - Inflatable SOLAS Certificated Liferafts, Lifejackets, Marine 
Evacuation Systems, and repair of Inflated Rescue Boats - Servicing Requirements and Approved Service 
Stations) 

MCGA – MGN553 (Life-Saving Appliances - Inflatable Non-SOLAS Liferafts, Lifejackets, Marine Evacuation 
Systems, Danbuoys and Lifebuoys - Technical Standards and Servicing Requirements) 

 
 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/ais1.pdf
https://rnli.org/safety/lifejackets
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/875601/MGN_548.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/875601/MGN_548.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/875601/MGN_548.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/888499/MGN_553_-_Tagged.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/888499/MGN_553_-_Tagged.pdf

